An in-line sampling technique to measure the bacterial contamination of milk during milking.
The development of devices to sample milk at the clawpiece and at the end of the pipeline during milking are described. The results of tests to compare the bacteriological and compositional quality of milk collected from the sampling devices or from the recorder jar or milk cans were similar, demonstrating that the samples provided accurate and representative values. The use of the in-line sampling technique, whereby samples of the milk are taken at three points during its passage through the milking plant, to assess accurately the sources of bacterial contamination of bulk tank milk on farms is discussed.